Portland Uke Fest 2006 Survey 

2.  Of all the workshops and activities, which had the greatest impact on you?  Why? 
I  can't pick a "most". I got a huge insight into playing melodies and rhythm from James Hill; much to my surprise, actually learned how clawhammer styling works from Aaron Keim; and did a hula in public, which I never thought I'd be able to do. I loved the Canotes afternoon class, but it had the least impact on me since I've heard them a zillion times, but I love them and loved that they did the afternoon jams under the tree. Also, the concerts were remarkable.

3.  Did you switch to a different class in the same time period on the 2nd or 3rd day (you will not get demerits for answering this question ;-)).  NO 

4.  Please comment on the camp facility: food, dorm rooms, meeting areas. 
The dorm could use some mirrors for those of us trying to learn the hula <grin>! Other than that, it was fine; the food was way better than we expected (we thought we'd be leaving campus to eat out, but never thought about it again once we got there). The class rooms were all fine. It was very nifty that there was wine and beer and other drinks available in the late evening. The setting is of course beautiful, and the walk from venue to venue and the dorms was totally reasonable.
5.  Please comment on any of the classes or workshops you'd like to and rate them by checking the appropriate answer.
Workshop or Class A: _ something about melody and chord sleight of hand _  Teacher James Hill
 a.  Was the workshop interesting and valuable?
__ X __ Yes
Comment:  James is SO amazing. Even the first day, when nothing he said was new to me, the way he said it was so interesting. I collect good teachers, and he just topped the one who had been on the top of my list for about 30 years. All though camp, almost every discussion included something about what a good teacher he is. 

b. Did you find the workshop matched its description and offered what you expected?
___ x _ Yes
Comment:  It exceeded my expectations. The handouts were useful and matched what was taught, and I like his theory of homework, though finding the time to do it seemed to be a puzzle.



Workshop or Class B: _ old time music _  Teacher Aaron Keim _
a.  Was the workshop interesting and valuable?
__ X __ Yes
Comment:  You could never have told me I could (or would even want to) learn clawhammer styling, but that was so fun and I totally got it. I also enjoyed the intro to finger picking and other stylings. The handouts were useful and matched what was taught.
b.  Did you find the workshop matched its description and offered what you expected?
__ x __ Yes
Comment:   It exceeded my expectations

Workshop or Class C: _ novelty songs? I don't know what it was called   Teacher_ Greg and Jere Canote _
a.  Was the workshop interesting and valuable?
_ x ___ Yes
Comment:

b.  Did you find the class matched its description and offered what you expected?
__ x __ Yes
 It was my "rest my brain" timeslot, and it put me in a good mood for the rest of the day. They even did some tunes I hadn't heard before, though, as I mentioned, I've taken their sing-along classes for years. They had handouts for all the tunes they played.

Workshop or Class D: _ Hula _____  Teacher Michelle Kiba
 a.  Was the workshop interesting and valuable?
_ x ___ Yes
Comment:

b.  Did you find the class matched its description and offered what you expected?
__ x __ Yes
Comment:  I was a little disappointed at first that so much of the time was devoted to the actual hula performance, but then the last day when the performance was over, Michelle did lots of hulas and taught us another one. In the end, the time spent on the one we performed seems to have been worth it, as I really appreciate having learned it well enough to just do it now. In the end, it exceeded my expectations.

6.  What suggestions do you have for future uke camps?
 Don't change anything. And definitely do it again.
 


7.  Other comments? 
I far preferred the faculty concerts here to the ones at Fiddle Tunes. Here, the 15-minute time slot seemed about right, whereas at Fiddle Tunes, the half-hour slot is too long for people I'm not interested in and not long enough for the ones I am interested in. For some reason, these performances seemed about right. They're short enough for the folks who are not really performers and yet still give the performers time to do their stuff (and allowing a little leeway for the real performers to run over a bit was nice). At Fiddle Tunes, with the half-hour time slots, there are four concerts, which makes for too much concert time (OK, it's a week-long workshop, but there are other concerts too), so they have concerts in the afternoons. I really liked having the three days with one instructor idea and the afternoon sessions every day and not having anything that prevented that from happening every day.
 You have a noticeably remarkably nice friendly group. That was the friendliest camp I've ever been to. It was totally comfortable joining any group of people at meals or on the lawn or at a jam. The organizers were all helpful and easy to find when needed. I enjoyed seeing that Marianne could hang out at least some of the time, as that seemed to indicate that everything was well under control.
 The size seemed about right. It felt small enough to meet most of the participants, and there was a manageable number of faculty. I actually learned who all the faculty were, which I have not achieved at other camps. 
 We were disappointed to be so interested in everything that was going on that we never did get to see Portland. Next time, we might come a day or two early. Could there be an option to stay in the same dorm (and same dorm room we'll be in for the festival) a day or two before or after (for just a room fee but not have food included)?
 I wish someone had told me earlier about the fruit stand across the street from the (North?) parking lot. Those strawberries were far superior to our local ones this year.
 Thanks for doing the survey. I'm still so excited about what a great week it was (wasn't it a week?) that I keep wanting to tell somebody, so thanks for listening.
